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Memo to WACS members

27th of December 2005
Dear President Metz, members of the WACS Executive Board and members of WACS.
 

I am pleased to send you the monthly report of activities and relevant info from WACS member countries in the northern Europe region. 
It has been busy month both at work and in WACS, now is finale the new By-laws send out to all countries and we expect countries to give us feedback before 15th of January. 
Like I have say before then the new By-laws are not totally perfect but it is a start of new thinks for WACS and I hope everyone will look at it that way, some changes will be made under way to the congress and more will come after the congress. We will listen to all that has something to say about the By-laws and we hope one day we can say they are almost perfect. 

I didn’t get much feedback this month but I guess most of my colleges are so busy over the holidays that they don’t have time to write so much. 
I look at the new year coming up as a exiting year for WACS, the board has work hard to make some changes that you will se at our congress, new thinks and new ideas will be brought up and we hope they will make WACS more exiting for chefs around the world. 
We had in beginning of this month were good board meeting in Paris where we got the opportunity to look in to the past history of WACS, I felt humble to have this possibility and it made WACS bigger and closer to me to get this knowledge about our history.  
Now with upcoming congress in New Zealand then I urge you all to make the final plan for the trip, it’s a long way and it has to be well organized to get the most out of it. 
I like to thank you all for sending me holidays greetings from all over the world, it make the little man one a small Island in Atlantic Ocean feels big part of the rest of the world .  
My friend and colleges take care and I look forward to seeing you around the world.

A Chefs regard,

Gissur Gudmundsson
President of the Nordic and Icelandic Chefs Association
WACS European Continental Director
 
News from European Continental NORTH  
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 Kokkencheffernes Forening www.kfdk.dk
The dirtiest fight of the year

Team Denmark in the Nordic Championship in Stockholm April 25, 2006 has been assembled.  Dishwashers from Norway, Finland, Sweden, Denmark and Iceland will meet up to conclude who is the best!
In the year 2000 the competition Årets Diskare was arranged at the GastroNord fair in Stockholm, Sweden. It was the first dishwashing competition in the world!
 
More info:

http://www.aretsdiskare.com/
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 Finnish Chef Association www.chefs.fi
 
This year Finnish Chef Association has been very active. International and especially Nordic and Baltic co-operation has been warm and giving. 

The Finnish Goverment and various companies are showing interest in the Associations work. Chefs are also highly appreciated in Finland. For example chef is the number one dreamprofession among youngsters. 

Today Finnish Chef Association has 14 member association and 1050 individual members throughout Finland. The Associations aim is to promote Finnish and Nordic Food culture and gastronomy in Finland and abroard. Finnish chefs are looking forward to the Year 2006. Many new challenges are waiting! 

Know more about Finnish xmas and visit http://virtual.finland.fi/xmas/

Hyvää Joulua ja Onnellista Uutta Vuotta ! (= Merry Xmas and Happy New Year)
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 Chefs and Cooks Circle www.chefsandcookscircle.co.uk   
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 Icelandic Chefs Association and Nordic Chefs Association www.nkf-chefs.com  
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 Panel of Chefs of Ireland
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 Latvian Cooks Association LPKA www.latviancooks.lv
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 Norges Kokkemesteres Landsforening www.norgeskokker.no
The Order Of The White Rose Of Finland For Svein Magnus Gjonvik 
Norwegian chef Svein Magnus Gjonvik has received 1st class medals with golden crosses of the Order of the White Rose of Finland. The order were applied by the Finnish Chef Association and he was awarded for his promotional work for Finnish and Nordic food culture.

Gjonvik has performed wonders for the benefit of the Finnish food culture and the Nordic cooperation --This is our way to thank him for his long-term cooperation, says Martti Lehtinen, Chairman of the Finnish Chef Association. 

According to Lehtinen, the honoured chef has visited Finland as judge for food competitions several times. He has worked as a leader in the NKF judging seminar and was the Headexpert in Helsinki World Skills this year. Finnish Chef Association also wants to thank him for his work and support for Finnish Culinary Team.

The Finns have especially warm memories of the 1994 International Chefs Congress in Stavanger, Norway.--- At the Finnish Evening, Finnish food was served by over two hundred Finnish chefs. Assistance was provided by a group of Nordic chefs, Gjonvik among them, remembers Lehtinen.
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 Russian Interregional Culinary Association
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 Sveriges Kokschefers Forening www.swedishchefs.se
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 Association of Culinary Workers of Ukraine
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 The Welsh Culinary Association www.welshculinaryassociation.com 
 

FIRST MINISTER CONGRATULATES GOLDEN WELSH CHEFS 
 

Immediate: December 23, 2005
 

Wales' First Minister Rhodri Morgan has congratulated a team of top Welsh chefs which won gold and silver medals at the World Culinary Masters competition in Switzerland last month. 
 

In a letter to the Welsh National Culinary Team, he says: "The team's success serves to highlight the very high standards of the best Welsh hotels and restaurants. It is wonderful to see Welsh chefs doing so much to promote their country abroad."
 

He also wished the team success in its forthcoming visit to Singapore for the 'Battle for the Lion' competition. "I am sure they will again do Wales proud," he added.
 

The Welsh team finished sixth overall in the Swiss competition and move up to seventh in the world rankings, which was a target set by manager Graham Tinsley, co-owner of the Castle Hotel, Conwy and Nant Hall, Prestatyn, at the start of the year.
 

The chefs collected a gold medal for their cold buffet table - the first they have ever won for their discipline in international competition - and silver in the hot kitchen.
 

Mr Tinsley thanked Mr Morgan for his letter and said the team was pleased to have received many positive comments from Assembly Members across Wales following the success in Switzerland.
 

"I am very pleased that the team and the chefs are now beginning to receive the recognition that their achievements on the world stage richly deserve," he said.
 

"A gold medal was a brilliant result for the team and a just reward for all the hard work the lads have put in. It was a real team effort by everyone involved, including the back up chefs.
 

"It must be remembered that Wales is up against countries that have much more competition experience and resources. Without the sponsorship that we receive, we would be unable to travel the world flying the Welsh flag and promoting the excellence of the country's culinary skills and food."
 

It promises to be a busy 2006 for the Welsh team, which will be competing against national teams from France and Germany in the 'Battle for the Dragon' at Coleg Llandrillo Cymru, Rhos on Sea from February 21-23 and then travelling to Singapore for the first time in April.
 

Between March 12-16, Gary Griffiths, of the Castle Hotel, Conwy, a member of the junior Welsh National Culinary Team and National Junior Chef of Wales 2005, will be travelling to New Zealand to compete in the Hans Bueschken's World Junior Chefs' Challenge. 

 

Griffiths, who collected a gold medal with the Welsh team at the 2004 Culinary Olympics, will be up against young chefs from across the globe at the 32nd World Association of Cook's Societies Congress in Aukland.

 

The 'Battle for the Dragon' will be the first time the Welsh Culinary Association has hosted a Restaurant of Nations competition, which will be combined with the Welsh International Culinary Championships.The championships are being sponsored by the Welsh Development Agency to promote the food and drink industry brand 'True Taste'.

 

Tickets will be on sale for lunch over the three days at Coleg Llandrillo Cymru at £25 per person with a 10 per cent reduction when booking for all three lunches with Jane Cater, events manager at the college, on Tel: 01492 542 305. For online information visit the calendar page at www.welshculinaryassociation.com
 

The Welsh National Culinary Team is sponsored by the Welsh Development Agency, C&C Catering Equipment Ltd, Brakes, Unilever Foodsolutions UK, Catering Engineers (N.W.) Ltd, Hybu Cig Cymru/ Meat Promotion Wales, Gourmet Classic Ltd and Villeroy and Boch.

 

Pictured with their medals at the World Culinary Masters competition are (from left) Jimmy Williams, Gareth Dwyer, Toby Beevers, Wayne Roberts, Lee Jeynes and Graham Tinsley.
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 Federation of Chefs Scotland.  www.scottishchefs.com 

The present member status in eats of the country from Northern Europe:

	
	

	Countries 
	Members 
	Regions

	Azerbaijan
	498
	0

	Denmark
	400
	4 

	Finland
	1024
	14 

	Great Britain
	2000
	15 

	Iceland
	120
	0

	Ireland
	200
	6

	Latvia
	400
	0

	Norway
	1400
	 22

	Russia
	?
	 37

	Scotland
	250
	2

	Sweden
	2500
	16 

	Ukraine
	5000
	 22

	Wales
	200
	 0

	
	
	


	Applying Countries 
	Members 
	Regions

	Estonia
	 
	 

	Bial Russia
	125 
	 

	Lithuania
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


Please if some of this information is wrong or they need a update please email me and I will correct them.
�
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