WACS Report March/April 2005

Dear Presidents and Directors of WACS,

In the following paragraphs, you will see my report of activities of the Continental Direction of Americas for the period of March-May of 2005.

I concurred in March 2 to 5 in the first congress of Professional Culinary Associations organized by the Association of chefs of cuisine of the Equator in the city of Quito. During the event, the election of the new President of the Pan-American Forum was carried out, in my position of Vice President of the Forum, I took over the presidency because of the disease of President Raymond Pitz and lead the election and the works. The new chosen President is chef Luis Perrot ACF-EEUU, Vice President chef Maurizio Armendaris- Equator, Head Secretary Euda Morales - Guatemala, Head Controller Carolina Coronado - Costa Rica and Educational Director Gustabo Graziano EEUU. The event was well organized. I represented WACS but it was not officially a WACS meeting. The new president of the forum displayed his plan and suggested that the relations with WACS should be improved and deepened by each country member.
I think I should comment an incident that happened with Mr. Guillermo Smith, Honorary President of chefs of Cuba (they had been invited by the association of chefs of Equator to the event with paid expenses). During the first night after finishing the works we were invited to a communion dinner, where chef Smith visited us (he was in a place next to us carrying out a festival of Cuban cuisine) and he made a speech criticizing the direction and threatening to send a letter to the president for not having been invited to open the event in Equator, I explained that the event was from the Pan-American Forum and not from WACS in a way to put things in its due place. I believe that chef Smith did not have the correct information.

Out of the event, I talked to some countries members on the not –paid quotas, some countries like Uruguay for example, had expressed their desire to make the previous payments with some agreement of financing of the due, others had expressed that the change of the Swiss Franc into Euro raised the contingent up to 30% making the payment more difficult, in fact, I see that the countries are having difficulties in function of the financial problems of the institutions.
My assistant, chef Gustabo Graziano, traveled to Dominican Republic and El Salvador, to help to constitute the association of chefs, both of the countries had shown interest in associating themselves with WACS, but always remembering on the quotas. The President said that unfortunately the reality of Central America and the South is very different from the one of the other countries; the economic crisis affected excessively the countries in development, the organizations are very recent and have few associates.
Concerning to Tsunami, I can say that in Brazil, ABAGA made a campaign of disclosure in its medias: TV, Radio and Web, to raise funds to the government account, which sent an aid to the countries of the catastrophe.

 Communication is still difficult because the direction sends emails to all the countries, however, the answers of some of them are short and with vague information and others have not contested yet. Until now, Canada, Mexico and Bahamas have not contested yet the order of information on the members. It is difficult to be able to organize information for the newsletter and to report new features monthly if countries do not have conditions to forward the information. Besides, the majority of the countries neither count with bilingual translators nor with resources to hire them.
The 1ºst Latin American Congress of Gastronomy and Nutrition (March 31 to April 02) of the SBGAN with the support of ABAGA took place in Brazil, talking about the subjects of Nutrition and Gastronomy, with the active participation of Brazilian chefs and guests from Chile of Achiga and AUCCA of Uruguay of the Pan- American Forum.
Between June 14 and 16, the event of AUCA "Uruguay Letter" will be carried out in Montevideo, I will be present representing WACS.

In July, Achiga will organize the national competition of chefs, the event will be lead by the President of the Cuisine Academy of France and we will be sending a Brazilian representative.
The ACB of Bolivia is organizing between September 15 and 17, the Valle Gourmet in the City of gastronomy Cochabamba, in the “Salon of the Bolivian Culinary”. I will be present representing WACS.

For October 20, the day of the Chef of International Cuisine, it is foreseen to organize a lunch in Costa Rica for 3000 aboriginals with the support of the association of chefs of Costa Rica and the contribution of a committee of some chefs of America who are helping to elaborate this event.

Finally, I would like to say that to be able to office the Continental Direction, it is necessary to appeal to all the countries in a way that is possible to create a plan of direction for each area and a minimum financial availability to be able to carry out the work, after all, the associations do not have money enough to pay for the trips expenses.
Sincerely

Chef Jorge Monti de Valsassina

D.C. WACS  America

Chef Gustabo Graziano assistant D.C.A. WACS

